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State of the art in communication 
technology 1967
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At the beginning was ARPANET
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Arpanet 1977
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Jon Postel

DNS – June 23, 1983
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The World Wide Web
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ICANN 1998
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Google 1998
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Yahoo! 1998
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ICANN’s Role

• ICANN is responsible for coordination of the global 
internet’s unique identifiers; to ensure secure and 
stable operation of these systems 

• ICANN staff does not create policy; staff support 
and resource the worldwide community, who 
determine Internet policy in “bottom up” manner

• ICANN mandate is to make competition and choice 
available in a safe, secure operating environment. 
Examples are new gTLDs and IDN’s
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Where did ICANN come from? 

• Set up by Clinton Administration in 1998; 
• Set up a as private sector non-for profit organisation 

under Californian law; 
• Essentially to carry forward the commercialization 

of the DNS that was already in train under Jon 
Postel and colleagues; 
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DNS hierarchically organized as a rooted 
tree
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  Organizations and individuals publish the 

“names and locations” of their online presences 

A businessman’s answer
 Fundamental characteristics of DNS information

 You cannot copyright it: it’s meant to be copied
 If you keep it confidential no one can find you
 DNS data are mostly temporal

 Names are registered not owned
 Addresses are registered or allocated not owned
 DNS data and even some addresses have lifetimes

 You can’t prevent others from collecting it

DNS is a Public Directory Service
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ICANN achieves its mission through implementation of 
policies approved by its Board of Directors.

These policies start out as recommendations formed and 
refined by the global ICANN community through its 
Supporting Organizations and influenced by Advisory 
Committees. 

The SOs and ACs are comprised of volunteers from over 130 
countries and territories – in a bottom-up, open and 
transparent process

The Policy Development Process
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Multistakeholder principles

• Bottom up agenda setting
• Equal footing 
• Inclusivity
• Consensus
• Transparency
• Mutual recognition of stakeholders
• Democratic accountability  
• Openness
• Self organization 
• Iterative process





MULTISTAKEHOLDER MODEL:  IN 
ICANN COMMUNITY
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Other Players in “our” IG Space

• Internet Engineering Task Force 
(IETF)

• Internet Society (ISOC)
• Internet Architecture Board (IAB)
• Internet Assigned Numbers 

Authority (IANA)
• Regional Internet Registries (RIRs)
• Regional Network Operators Groups 

(*nogs)
• W3C, ITU, 
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The Three Layers of Digital Governance
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The Logical Layer
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Internet & Global Governance

Given its nature, Internet governance is a form of global 
governance. A basic understanding of global governance 
principles and practices is necessary to create a better 
understanding for Internet governance. 

Global governance is often called for to:
a) manage common resources
b) to coordinate cross-border actions
c) to promote and protect core values. 
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Romania on the Internet

8.8 M users

48% of population
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Development and Public Responsibility 
Department (DPRD) Focus Areas

Programs include:

• Online Learning 
Platform: ICANN 
Learn

• Development of 
Educational 
Materials

• Supporting 
University Outreach

Supporting 
Education and 
Academic Outreach

Programs include:

• Fellowship Program

• NextGen@ICANN 

• Newcomer Program

• Supporting remote participation and 
involvement

Supporting the Next 
Generation

Programs include:

• Collaborations with local, national, 
regional, and international 
organizations

• NETmundial Initiative

Participation in Global Internet 
Cooperation and Development
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Target those who are either new to ICANN or the ICANN 
Meeting environment, returning to further engage and learn 

with intent to join community, or as an Alumni Coach of 
Newcomers

Fellowship Program

1
A Means Tested Program: Applicants must be 21 yrs 

of age or older, citizens of economically eligible 

countries as listed in either the World Bank  or UN 

Listing of SIDN

2

If selected through the Online Application process,  granted 

support covering travel, hotel and stipend with expectation 

of active engagement at the Meeting  as well as after the 

Meeting has ended.

3
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Fellowship at ICANN 

1

2

3

4

Support provided by Alumni Coaches 
starting 6 weeks prior to the Meeting to 
prepare for Meeting and create spirit of 
Team

Networking Opportunities; feeling of 
support, team, community 

Post Meeting Summary of the Fellowship 
Experience and thoughts of how to 
participate and engage moving forward 
in community, region, globally….

Set Schedule of Mandatory Morning and 
Afternoon Sessions aimed at fast and 
effective immersion into the ICANN 
Multistakeholder Community
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NextGen@ICANN & ICANN Fellowship
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 Presents resources in easy-to-use format for the 
community

 Courses are regularly 
updated to stay relevant

 Courses cover ICANN 
and Non-ICANN topics

 Beginner, Intermediate, 
Advanced levels

 Simple to sign up, use, 
and learn

 Easy to create a
 course, too!

 New version in process
(sneak peek in this
presentation)

About ICANN Learn
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Make it easier 
to understand 
ICANN and get 

involved

Increase 
understanding 

of ICANN 
activities and 

tools

Increase 
understanding 
of non-ICANN 
technical tools

Have a resource 
for learning 

when you have 
time. Ready 

when you are.

Bolster 
knowledge 
among the 
community.

Be a place 
where you can 

share your 
expertise with 

others

1 2 3

4 5 6

Goals Of ICANN Learn
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How It Works

 Currently in 
development

 Visit 
icann.usefedora.com

 Create a free account
 Take any course you 

wish
 Share thoughts and 

discuss

 Want to teach? Click 
‘Start
Teaching’

 Got a request? Click 
‘Request’

http://icann.usefedora.com/
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